


trary, they are anxious to see an efficient system of public in-
struction established in Texas.

They are convinced of the necessity and benefit of a general
diffusion of intelligence, both as regards the happiness of the
people, and the prosperity and safety of the State, and are pleas-
ed to find in the bill many provisions seemingly well calculated
at least to secure to the growth of the country a good practiecal
Education, were it to become a law. Governments founded
];Ilce ou:g, in mt nce, are suited alone to an enlightenﬁl and

ucat ucation is ve perly a subject o is-
lation. P&z State is no less mrgrg?md ‘in an gxtensxgﬁ of
knowledge than its citizens, considered apart and dlsso}ved
from their political relations with the State.  'The perm m
of our free institutions depends upon the eduaatlon of the ¢
dren of eur country ; and if the perpetuation of free Govern-
ments, dependant as they are admitted to be, upon general in-
formation and knowledge, be an ohjeatmip man, it is one of
~ the ,ﬁrqt. and most sacred duties of the Legislator, to direct his
views and efforts to the production oi',abm plan of general J.!E&
struction, which will accomplish their security, Withus e
citizen is authorized to investigate the affairs of State, and
to aspire to, and hold any office known to the laws; and in or-
der to fully understand and properly iemploy the pnvdegein
either instance with advantage to the public it is canamly ne-
cessary that we should be su mentl ﬂwa\ ‘tp comprehend‘
the powers we exert. By right of aovere.: gnt ple have
all political power in their hands, and if the Zn e neces-
sary for a judicions exercise of it be negleglmi. we may neither
expecta happy condition of society, or a long continuance of
our rights. -

- The obligation of Governmentto prov@e means for the edu-
‘cation of its subjects, arizes noi:alone, however, from considera-
tions of safety 16 the State. The ha pinesa of the human family

epends entirely, perhaps, uponl,g ht nment ef the hn-
T mmd s [ 75 {2 s
- If this be tmenmtbedwof ’lhehwm weriiolaegis-
latewith a view to the happiness of the pe .gg
any political considerations hatever.'ffi lence,
m:;::volv;; tht;res ponsibi ' ha, "bed
har: eir obligations wliah”ﬂ)é v'epremn
rules for the overnment tﬁdl‘ﬁdﬂﬂhp 3*
~Ithas been well observed, “that the M‘hﬁuent law@m

np_qn
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.those which control by the influence of enlightened principles;
without this principle, vivified by the touch of education, there
can be no peace in the community, and no morals in society.
By the probation, wh;c.h it imposes upon every one, to become
a‘'good and useful citizen, it contributes to the abatement of the
vices, which deform the body social; dignifies the plainn

Republican morality—exalts the eharactarof private wo
fosters the developement of public virtue—checks the inroads

of grasping cupidity, and in the opening which it affords for

“every social merit, opens a source of general prosperity.

Notwithstanding the foregoing reflections, the committee
are fear ful thatit is too early to attempta plan of frea schools
for the State. Prompted by considerations of good for those, for

whose particular interestthe Legislature is required to act in

this beﬁ&lf they would suggest the propriety of inquiring into
the operauou and details of the policyof States where systems
of free public instruction are established, before a_ttsm;:tmg
one of our own origination. - In all matters of lifi * :
cially those of great magnitude, we should be well satisf
our a.blllty to accomplish our desires, before we attempt their
execution. Fallnre is sometimes anauxiliary to success, gen-
erally it is a very serious obstacle in its way. Ina commaunity
unacg_uamted m “any mode ol popular education, the major-

ity of whose members have been educated at institutions es-
tablished and sustained by private and m@mduak means and

- generosity. ,Adoptmg the same course in the education of -
their own ehildren, it must prove a matter of considerable dif-

ficulty to fall upon a system of free public schools, whlehrmﬁl

in its begmamg, prove entirely successful,

Texas has done, or at least manifested a dxsposmou tﬂkdo

- much for the cause of education. Inthe first days of he

istence, as an mdependtmt nation, while yet the dark c

war lingered in the houwn of her hopes and prospe

~ere the soil of her memorable and glonous batﬂs field

lost the monsture of her patriots blood, “freely spilled i
dom’s cause,” she gave largely of her only wealt
tions of learning. In addition to lands given for purposes of

education by the late Republic, the Convention which formed
the Constitution of the State, provided other means for the dis-
semination of intelligence among the people—at least one-tenth
of the annual revenue of the State derived from taxation, is
allowed to be appropriated to the support of {ree schools, and
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whil tbd Legislature is required to establish them thmughout
the State, whenever deemed practicable, the power is given to
levy a tax upon rogerty, to accomplish the object, indepen-
dent of the fund obtained from the general revenue of the
Stata. It would not be extravagant, perhaps, to remark, that
“mo & 1as gone further in the way of liberal provision for
_"mﬁi: education, and surely, if the amplltude of the do-
on, is anyevidence of the donor’s appreciation of the object
in view, Texas will stand second to none in the value which
she attributes tmknowledge
The scheol fund now in the Treasury, is small, and if dis-
tributed among the several counties, w&mld be to each, or to
some at least, a sum too small to be of any service. The bill
does not command the share of each county to be drawn from
the State Treasury, but leaves it to the counties to determine
whether they will receive it, and if not taken it remains to the
credit of the county. It is natural for us to receive whenever
any thing is offered, and so strong and universal is this prinei-
ple of our nature, that we scarcely ever refuse even the shad-
“ow of a treasure. The committee suppose that the most, if
not all of the counties, will apply for the portion of the school
fand, to which they may be enntled, should the bill be passed,
and if they should, and the plan of edueation estab[ishgii,
should prove- ‘unsuecessful or abortive,ﬁg-- considerable sum of
“money will have been used to no advan rs‘;"a and the cause it-
- self retarded. Many of the counties may fail to organize un-
der the law, but as has already been remarked, flattering
temptations are seldom ever rejected, and the committee deem
even the trifling dangers, (if they should be considered such.,)
which here obstruct our way, another reason sustaining them
“in the recommendation they malke in regard to the bill.
T'o the Legislature, has been committed the care and direc-
ion of the means provided for the education of the youth of
~the country. The trust is one of sacred and responsible char-
- acter, and should prove a subject of peculiar concern to those
who are charged with its execution. "IF prudently managed
- anddirected, 1!: will beeome a source ¢ t good and happi-
ness to the whole State—but if on the og:fhand it be incau-
tiously and prematurely administered, the inagmﬁceni endow-
ments of the Constxtunon and qf ﬂze- Iaws, will hava been
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made in vain, and ﬁenrepara.ble injury mﬂmted upon those

are to come a
EDWARD CLARK,
Chairman.

A mespa.i was received from the House of Repr n;autives,
.informing the Senate that the House had passed ﬂw@_ llowing
bills which originated in the Senate, viz: i p&
. 1‘ Py O
A bill to be entitled an act to prescnbe the times of holding
't}‘m courts in the second Judicial district of the State of
exas.
A bill tobe entitled an act supplementary to an act to reg-
ulate the public printing, approved March Sth, 1848.
_A bill to be entitled an act to define the times of holding the
District courts in the fifth, sixth and eighth Judicial districts.
A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to reg-
ulate the public printing, approved March 8th, 1848. =~
Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of
the Senate to the following bills, viz:
A bill to be entitled anact to establish the method of trying
_ the right of property levied on under writs of execution, se-
questration amfe attachment, when the same is claimed by
a person who is not a J)arty to such writ:
A bill to be entitled an act to prowde for the exehpnge of
books, maps and charts.
A bill to be entitled an act for the regulatmn of Jpllon a; the
month of the Brazos river.
A bill to be entitled an act toraise a revenue bj! ta.xa-
tion, and
A'bill to be entitled an act to incorporate. the mmaﬁ@n
Augustine. .
And refused to concurin the amendments of the Senate to
bill to be entitled an act prescribing the punishment for cut-
ting down, carrying away, or destroying trees or ttmber@ on
any land without the consent of the owner.
Also, that the House had passed a bill to be entitled anact
to create the county of Van Zandt.
And Joint Resoluuqn on the Proviso, Slavery, the Ta.nﬁ'

and war against Mexico; originatingin the Sonate, with a-
mendments.
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Nqs—-Messrs. @mrland, Burlem, Clark, Dano;z, Gage,
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald and Navarro—9. .

So the amendment was rejected.

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by inserting at the end of the
8th section, “Provxdad that in all new counties ﬂea_ at 1}
present session of the Legislature, the taxes > assesse
and collected in the county or counties from w];u&hthq‘ erritor
composing such new county was taken, until such new c '!'l'ty

mﬁnnmedmoonﬁumngtolnw R Do )
l;’erkms moved to lhdeﬁmtely p one the bill.
Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus :
Y eas—Messrs. Cuny, M.cRaa, Navarro, Perkms. and Wal-

lace—>5.
N avs—Messrs. Bourhna Brashear. Burleson, Clark, Dane:r,

o i e e ok

* On motion of Mr. .Te#att, the rule was !mspend!d.

Bill rerd third time, W y the followin

Ymsé—Messr;. Abbqu url dBI;:l;soh. glark' baw
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro an rker—1f

Nms—-—Mesm.- Bmhea.r, Cuny, Fltzgerafd, Me’ﬁne* Per-
kins, and Wallace—6, Al c:,r

Mr. Perkma, chan- aj ths commm;ee ol E ﬂ'[-ﬁzﬂs
reported as correctly ossed, a joint resoliti 1‘6@! _
John C. Watrous tg ;eaﬁa his office as Ju of the Umteg

or

Ur ut.la

States’ District Court District of Tex P’
On monqp of Mx a .' the Hénate concuarre d"i gea:ﬁen&- ;

ment of the House to “,og.p gbsp‘lhﬁoh on the Pt 1£

the Tariff, and the war t Mexic ‘

} On motion of Mr. e, the Senate insisted G P dimeha.

ment to a b11| to be - an act preseribing the punishment

for entting down, carr away or destroyin .rees or timber
upon nnygla.nd wnhou{lrhse eongent of the glwger.

On motion of Mr, Gag'e, a commlttee of conference was ap-
pointed on said bill. ]

Messrs. Gage, Jewett and Damy were appomted a!'ud com-
mittee. P

Lo
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On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate refused te concur in
~ the amendment of the House to a bill to be entitled an act to
create the county of Van Zandt.

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the
House was ready to receive the Senate in the Representative
Hall, for the purpose of electing a District Anomey for the 11tk
Judicial District.

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate repaired to the
House of Representatives for that purpose.

IN JOINT BESSION

 Mr. Burleson nominated James W Webb for Distriet At-
torney of the 11th Judicial District.

Mr. Dancy nominated Mr. Benjamin E. Edwards. E,

WU gn calling the roll, the following Senators voted for Mr.
e
~ Messrs. Abbott, Bt:n.u'la.nt;5 Brashear, '.Burleson, Clark, Cuo-

' ‘3 , Gage, Grimes, Jewett ltzgem]d MrRae, Perkins, and
allaca—13

The fo]lowmg Senators voted for Mr. Edwards:
Messrs. Dancy, Navarro and Puke@—s. |

On the part of the House, Mr. Webb recen’ed 46 votes. Mr.
Edwards received 3 votes,

~ Mr. Webb having received a majority of all the votes, was
declared by the Speaker of the House duly_ and constitutional-
I‘{eelected Dmtnct Attorney for the 11th Jndmml District for

term of two years. .
~ The Senate returned to their chamber

;ﬁ. ~ Joint resolption for the lehe..l' of T!:eodore_ D Mﬂth’ John
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Hervey and Nathaniel R. Mallone, was read thlrd time and pags-
ed by ths following vote;

Yeas—Messrs. bbott, Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Cuny,

e, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, ﬁc&m Namro, Parker
Perkins—183. ,
Na s—Messrs. Dancy and Wallace—2.
~ A bill to be entitled an act Rmndtng for the pq,ymtmt of
urors,

3 On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to a seleet comm:@ee.

Messrs. Wallace, Grimes and Jewett were appointed said
committee. ' '

- On motion of Mr. Bourland, | :

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Jaﬁt
son, was taken up, together with the report “of the committee
on State Affairs, oﬁanng amendments thereto, and rM

Report adopted.

Mr. Wnllace moved to amend by inserting the words “hy
ballot” after the, word “vote,” in 3d line of 3d section.

Adopted., i

~ The bill was then ordered to be ossed, 3

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was suspended,

Bill read third timreand pmsed

On motion of Mr. Navarro, a bill to be entitled an act to se-
cure to the colonists of Fisher & Miller's colony, the lamts to
which they map be entitled, was taken up and read.

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out “two dollars” in
10th section, and msert.ing “one dollar i

Rejected. _

The bill was then pasaed to a th:rd readmg ik

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the previous question was called.

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the vote c;iling for the,prenous
question was reconsidered.

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the bill b ing at
of the first section, “Provided, that noth ng containe
bill shall be construed to place the contractors of said t'.o]on

a better condition with to the State of Tema, &nn
would be in if this bill had not been passed.”
Adopted.

The yeas and nays were then called on(héﬁnnlwwga
of the bl’lrl, and stoody:hns 2
Y eas—M¢ssrs. Bourland, Bmhear Bnrlq.aon, Cuny, Daney,

I .
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age, Grimes, Jewett, Fnzgemld Namm, Puker. Perkins
~ Wallace—13.

- Nays—Maessrs. Abbott and Cln.rk—&

So the bﬂl passed.

M. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills,
reported the following bills, viz.:
A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Harrisburg and
Rio Grande Railroad Company : and |
A bill to be entitled an act for the beneﬁt of persom who
settled in the colony of W. 8. Petera and his mocmtes cor-
- rectly engrossed, % by
On motion of Mr. Jewett,
A bill to be entitled an act for the bmﬁt of peraons who
::lt;ﬁed in the colony of W. 8. Peters a.nd hm associates, was
en up

Read l:hmd time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Ouny, theSe‘mtd adjcmmed antil I:nlf-put
z o'clock, p. m,

L — 14y _'_f.'

Hnlf ,m wma, p“‘m.

Senate met—roll called—quorum presant. '

Joint resolution requesting John C. Watrous to resign his
office as Judge of th mted States Dmtnst Court of the Dis-
trict of Texas,

"~ On motion of Mr. 'Wallaee made. the gpmnl order ol' the dny
for to-morrow.

~On motion of Mr. Dancy,

A bill 1o be entitled an act for thqpelmf omehael Short,
“ﬁemu and passed. e :

rd time

K message was voscrved ros s Home ofRepmentnhm,
infonnil;g ¢ Senate that the House concurred in the amend-
‘ments of the Senate to the 4th, 10th and 11th sections of a bal!
%obeentnledanacttoregulatethedeMlanddmtnblmw of

tates’ estates ; and refused to concur in the Ist and 3d
dments to the 10th section. 3

.
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Also refused to coneur in the amendments to the 12th sec-
tion.

Also that the House refused to concur in the amcndments to
the caption.

The Senate receded from their first and third amendments to
the tenth section:

Also, from their amendment to the twelfth section:

Also, from their amendment to the caption of bill to be
entitled an act to regulate the descent a.nd istribution of intes-
tate estates.

M. Clark, chairman of the committee on the J udxc:ary, made
the following report: o

In view of the near approach of the day set for the final ad-
journment of the Legislature, and the great length of the bﬂl to
be entitled an act, to regulate proceedings in the Conn?
relating to guardians and wards, a majority of the dlclary
committee have authorized me to report said bill back for the
action of the Senate.

Having examined the bill with some degree of care and. at-
tention. The un ed would remark that he is prepared to
vote for its passage. He thinks some of the amemgments

posed to an referred with the bill are good, but he is not au-
thorized to advise the.u adoption, the b not havmg been con-

sadered in commlttee. -
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman.

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of ‘Hn Co'n-
ner to Hn Valentine Dalton and to make him a.la.ﬂi‘ﬁﬂ heir af
Valentine T. Dalton. : :

Read first time.

Mr. Brashear moved to suspend the rule that ihe bill mxght
be ioead second time.

st.

Albﬁl to be entitled an act to regulate the kxﬂmg-df neat
cattle
Read first fime.

A bill to be eatitled an act snppleme.ntary to an act e‘nﬂled
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an act to establish the Judicial Districts of the several District
Courts. .

Read first time.

On motion of Mr. Brashear.

A bill to be entitled an act supplemental to an act entitled
an act supplemental to an act to o ize the Supreme Court
. of Texas, wastaken up, read andg ered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Abbott, the rule was suspended:

" Bill read third time and passed.

A message was received from the House of Representatives,
informing the Senate that the ITouse insist on their amend-
ments to a bill to be entitled an act to provide for perma-
nently fixing the seat of Justice of the county of Da las, and
had appointed,

Messrs, Lott, Winkler and Davis of R., a committee of con-
ference on the part of the House on said hill and request a like
commiittee on part of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Gage, 3
SeA committee of conference was appointed on part of the

nate.

Messrs. Gage, Paiker and Cuny were appointed said com-
mittee.

On motion of Mr Cuny,

A bill to be entitled an act to incdrpo'mte Milam Liberal In-
stitute was taken up and passed to a third reading, and

On motion oer Cuny, rule was suspended:

Bill read third time a.nd E assed by the following vote.

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson, , Clark, Cuny,
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Pa.rker, Per-
kins and Wallace—14.

Nays—None.

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the comnnttee on Engrossed Bills,
reported as correctly engrossed,

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the Attorney General
m attend to certain causes in the Distriet Conrts, and provi-

ding compensation for the extra services rendered. .

And a Joint Resolution relatmg to a National mad from the
Rio Grande to the Pacific. _ ¥

- wﬁeasage was received from his Exceﬂencythe Governor,
esenting a communication in writing: :
ich was read, and
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On motion of Mr. Gaga, made the special order of the day

for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Daney,

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration
of the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1848 was
taken up.

On motion of Mr. Dancy,

The Senate concorred inth@amendment of the House to
the above bill.

A bill to be entitled an act to mcorpora.te the Houston Liy-
ceum.

Read second time and passed to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Brashear,

The role was suspended,

Bill read third time and passed by the following vote.

- Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny,
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRa.e, Navarro.
Parker, Perkins and Wallace—15. _

Nays—None.

A message was received from the House of Representa-
tives, informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to
be entitled an act regulating fees of office. ey

On motion of Mr. Abbott,

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the mode of estab-
lishing the liabilities of drawers and endorsers of bills of ,ex-
change and promissory notes was taken up;

On motion of Mr. Wallace made the specxal order of ﬂw ﬂay
for to-morrow,

On motion of Mr. Dancy,

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the Attorney General
to attend to certain causes in the Distriect Courts, and provi-
ding compensation for the extra services required.

Was taken up and read third time.

e 111\11'. Wallace moved the indefinite postponement of the
1

On motion of Mr. Clark, the bill was laid upon the table

On motion of Mr. Burleson,

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 18th sectmn of an
act Gto incorporate the city of Austin, approved 11th May,
184 g

Read first time. |

On motion of Mr. Brashear the rule was suspended.

N






